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POLEMIC AL. 
Address before the Berean Society, by Mr. B* * * *, 
of Providence. 

(CONCLUDED from Pace 193.) 

But let us leave this heart-chilling sentiment that | 





turn once more to the lively oracles of God. There 
we are taught the will of Jehovah. What is his 
will ? Answer—That all should be saved and come | 
un‘o. the knowledge of the truth. 1. Tim. ii. 4. If it 
be the will of God that all shall be saved, it will be 
accomplished, so sure as he is omnipotent : for who | 
shall say unto God, what doest thou ? 
shorten his arm that he cannot save ? 

It is admitted by all that it is God’s will that all 
should be saved: But many say, this is his revealed | 
will, but that he has another mysterious and secret | 
will, which is, that the greater part should be damn.- | 
ed. If this be his will, and never was revealed, I | 
am at a loss to know how they came to the knowl-| 
edge of it ; for ifit were not revealed to them, it must | 
have originated in their own heads, and no where | 
else ; and therefore it must be an idle chimera of the | 
brain, and will soon *‘ vanish, like the baseless fab- | 
rick of a vision, and leave not a wreck behind.”— 
That the will of God was once a mystery to man- 
kind, Ido not deny. But St. Paul tells us that God 
hag made known this mystery of his will, and there- 
fore it is no longera secret. See Eph. i. 8, 9, 10. 
* Wherein he hath abounded towards us in all wis- 
dom and prudence, having made known unto us the 
mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure, 
which he hath purposed in himself, that in the dis- 
pensation of the fulness of times, he might gather 
together in one all things in Christ, both which‘are 
in heaven and which are on earth, even in him.”— 
And in the next verse we are told that “he work- 
eth all things after the counsel of his own will.” 
In I. Tim. ii. 5, 6. it is declared, that “ there is one 
Mediator between God and men, the man Christ 
Jesus, who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testi- 
fied in due time.” Who can testify that Christ has 
ransomed all mankind, if the greater part are to re- 
main in darkness for ever ? How can it be said, that 
**the ransomed of the Lord shall return and come to 
Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their 
heads, that they shall obtain joy and gladness, and 
that sorrow and sighing shall flee away,”’ if any for 
whom the Saviour died are to be eternally lost ? 

I will now call your attention to the subject of the 
resurrection of mankind, and by adverting to I 
Cor. xy. you will be able to icarn all that is desira- 





| first man Adam was made a living soul, the last 


| Adam was made a quickening spirit. 
is taught no where but in the creeds n & : P 
5 e creeds of men, and ‘is of the earth, earthy, the second man is the Lord 


the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the hea- 


| change to take place after death ; and to prove this, 
‘they will quote what they suppose to be a passage 


or who shall | 


| the best of men need this change, and the more im- 
| perfect we are, the more we stand in need of it, 


able to know upon this subject. There it is said, 
“* But now is Christ risen from the dead and become 
the first fruits of them that slept. For since by man 
came death, by man came also the resurrection of the 
dead: For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ 
shall all be made alive.” Again—* So also is the 
resurrection of the dead : It is sown in corruption, | 
it is raised in incorruption. It is sown in dishonour, 
it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is 
raised in power. It is sown a natural body, it is 
raised a spiritual body. ~ And so it is written, the 


The first man 


from heaven. Ard as we have borne the image of 


venly.” But it is said by many, that there is no 


of scripture, which, however, never could be found 
‘in the Bible; viz. “As the tree falls so it lies, as 
'denth leaves us judgment finds us.” But let us see 
what St. Paul says upon this subject. “ Behold, I 
shew you a mystery. We shall not all sleep : but we 
shall all be changed in a moment, in the twinkling 
of an eye, at the last trump, for the trumpet shall 
‘sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, 
‘and we shall be changed.” 


Does this look as though the best and most holy 
of our race can enter the portals of celestial day, 
with all their imperfections on their heads’ No— 


. But what is this change ? Let the apostle answer 
—“For this corruptible must put on incorruption ; 
and this mortal must put on immortality. So when 
this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and 
this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall 
be brought to pass, the saying that is written, Death 
is swallowed up in victory.” 

But how can it be said that death is swallowed up 
in victory, if moral death is to remain as long as God 
exists? Again—in II. Phil. it is written, “ Where- 
fore God hath highly exalted him, and given him a 
name which is above every name, that at the name 
of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven 
and things in earth, and that every tongue should 
confess, that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God 
the Father.” But it is said by many that they will 
be constrained to bow the knee in hell, and forced 
to confess that Jesus is Lord, and in this manner 
they will glorify God. But the prophet Isaiah has 
put such objections for ever at rest.. See the 45th 
chap. where he says, ‘* Look unto me, and be ye 
saved, all the ends of the earth, for I am God and 
there is none else. I have sworn by myself, the word, 
hath gone out of my mouth in righteousness, and | measured 





shall not return, that. unte me every knee shall bow |ov« 
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Lord have I righteousness and strength, and all that 
are incensed against him shall be ashamed, in the 
Lord shall all the seed eneecmemh rere and shall 
glory.” 
I think from these plain and positive declarations 
of holy writ, that it is clearly proved that the doc- 
trine of eternal misery is not supported by the scrip- 


tures. I have produced for your consideration such . 


passag'es as are plain and easy to be understood, so 
plain that ‘*he who reads may run.” But if there 
be yet a doubt upon the minds of any let them read 
the 5th chap. of Rev. 11—14 verses, and there they 
will ‘find, that St. John saw in vision the fulfil- 
ment of all that was testified by God’s holy prophets 
since the world began, viz. the restoration of all 
mankind to holiness and happiness-~—“ And I beheld 
and heard the voice of many angels round about the 
throne, and the beasts and the elders, and the num- 
ber of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, 
and thousands of thousands, saying with a loud 
voice, worthy is the Lamb that was slain, to receive 
power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and 
honour, and glory and blessing. And every creature 
which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the 
earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are m 
them heard I saying, blessing, and honour, and pow- 
er, and glory, be unto him that sitteth upon the 
throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever. And 
the four beasts said, amen. And the four and twen- 
ty élders fell down and worshipped him that liveth 
for ever and ever.” 

These are truths, my friends, that are inscribed 
upon the pillars of immortality. Error, superstition, 
bigotry, and the creeds of men shall be lost in eter- 
nal oblivion; but truth shall flourish in immortal 
day, amidst the wreck of matter, and the crush of 
worlds ! 





FOR THE CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE, 


A LETTER. 
Rev. Mr. Williams, of Attleborough, 

Dear Sin—You had the politeness to hand me 
the “‘ Theological. Magazine,” printed at Provi- 
dence, No. 1. Vol. 1, in which was a piece upon the 
goodness of God, which I read with pleasure and 
satisfaction, till I came to the remarks, which struck 
me with regret and astonishment. 

It is there stated that the ‘nature of God’s good- 
ness is pure benevolence to his creatures, or a real 
pleasure in their happiness ; he loves them as he 
loves himself, and values their good as he values. bis 
own felicity, T is the same reason in the nature 
of things that - d should feel benevolently to all his 
creatures ag that he should feel benevolently tow- 
ards any. His goodness which is his-moral perfec 
ati (apr natural perfections and.is.te! 
measured by them. . Whatever and w 
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| of his cota: of his pre- 
sence, "oF his poheron! his knowledge. God is love, 
or pure, holy benevolence, and his holy love rises 


unspeakably highgr than the holy love of all his holy | 


creatures in heaven and earth.” 

Now what shall, or who shall separate any of God’s 
ereatures from the love of Christ; that great love 
God had towards his creatures, and which was ex- 
hibited to us in Christ ? Will it not perform ail the 
offices of love to every creature if it has sufficient 
wisdom to direct all plans and sufficient power to 
accomplish all the designs of love ? But it would ap- 
pear that there it a deficiency some where, either in 
2. wisdom or pow€r, if all his creatures are not made 

“Spappy i in the love of God. 

We find in the remarks upon the subject of the 
goodness of God, the following definition : 

** Moral virtue or goodness has been defined to be 
pure, disinterested, universal benevolence, or be- 
nevolence to beings in general.” 

Now, if I mistake not, the author who wrote up- 
on divine goodness is now laying a foundation to 
prove that it is impossible for infinite love, wisdom 
and power to make all happy!!! Provided there is 
an impossibility, man ought not to give himself any 
concern about escaping misery—the whole concern 
is with infinite power, wisdom and love ; for what 
almighty power, conjoined with infinite wisdom 
and unbounded benevolence cannot effect, sure- 

. ly man, who is a finite, limited agent, can nev- 
er remedy. But is there any. such benevolence 
in the boundless immensity of the Creator, as disin- 
terested! Is not God himself interested in all the 
works of his hands—and has he not benevolence tow- 
ards all? ‘How then has he any disinterested benev- 

. olence ’—I once thought that God was so interested 
in the works of his own hands that he would save a 
part of his enemies. It never occurred to my mind 
that it was impossible for him to save them all, but I 
now rejoice in the belief, that all souls dead in sin 
are equally precious in the sight of God, and when- 
soever he will, he can turn them to be his friends.— 
And it appears to me by the author of the remarks 
on God’s goodness, that God would save every soul 
if it were in his power!!! He says, “a supreme re- 
gard to the general good must necessarily result 
from a particular regard to each individual. Sup- 
pose a person’s whole interest lies in his personal 
property, and he loves every part of it according to 
its real value—suppose his house is just ready to be 
consumed by the flames—suppose he is convinced he 
cannot save all his property, which part will he en- 
deavor to save ? Will he not endeavour to save the 
most valuable part ’” Is not this most astonishing ! 
Is God convinced he cannot save all!!! and will he 
therefore, being deficient in power, save all he can 
—the most valuable part of his property!!! I ask, 
is one soul dead in sin any more valuable ix the sight 
of God than another ? If not, they are all equally 
valuable, and how shall he come to a decision to save 
one in preference to another ’ 

The author of the remarks says, ‘Take another 
similitude. Suppose a general has ten thousand 
men under his command, and he loves and regards 
each individual according to his real worth and im- 


portance—suppose he is attacked by twenty thous- 


‘into the enemy’s hands. 





and of the enemy—suppose he can save eight thou- 
sand of his men if he will only let two thousand fall 
In such a case Will not his 
love and-regard to the general good of his soldiers 
lead him to save the eight thousand, and suffer the 
two thousand to be taken captive?” ‘This is most. 
astonishing. The general would have gained his 
point, without the loss of a man, had it been in his 
power. 

Does the author suppose that God would save all 
were it in his power? But is not God possessed of 
almighty power, which will enable him to perform 


all his pleasure ? Is there any thing too hard for 


him ? 

The last simile of the author, is that of a kind pa- 
rent who could so dispose of his goods as to make a 
number of his children happy, but the rest must re- 
main in poverty—The pirent it is true is represent- 
ed as kind, but being poor, it was not in his power 
to make all his children happy—his estate would not 
admit of it. 

But is the God of the spirits of all flesh, the Fa- 
ther of our spirits, poor ? Are not his riches infinite ? 
Has he not an ample store of the bread of life to sat- 
isfy the desires of all his creatures, and make them 
all perfectly happy with the riches of his bounty ? 
Have we not all one Father’ Did he not create us 
all? He has but two sorts of children, the obedient 
and disobedient. The apostles laboured and suffer- 
ed reproach because they trusted in the living God, 
who is the Saviour of all men, especially of those 
that believe. 

Now it appears evident to me that the author on 
God’s goodness would be like Paul, a Universalist, 
provided he understood himself. And unless God’s 


r.ches and his power fuil, he will most assuredly save | 


every soul of the vast family of man. 
Does he, can he believe that the 


riches of God 
will be exhausted, and that his power will fail ? 


E. LEONARD. 
Glocester, Mass. June 22, 1825. 


FOR THE €HRISTIAN TELESCOPE. 
PUNISHMENT FOR SIN. 
Ihave observed in the writings of Universalisis a 
great diversity of opinion, with regard to the pun- | 


For rif shar deli > in the flesh, it iodiitain that 
the man cannot remain a sinner longer than he pos- 
sesses a fleshly or corrupt animal nature. And it is 
the sinner, or the wicked only, who are threatened 
with the judgments of God ; and who can justly be 
said to be the subjects of punishment, either in this, 
or a future state. 

It is not my intention to enter into a minute ex- 
amination of this thesis; but it being a subject up- 
on which I have had repeated conversations, and 





| pensities of his wicked heart ; 


one which is kept in constant agitation by the leaven 
| of controversy, I have concluded to offer a very few 
consihaiatinih upon it, for the reflection of those 
who may feel an interest weighty enough to encour- 
age a perusal of what I shall advance. 

Now it appears to me that the System above stated 
is, to say the least, very inconsistent. To say that 
all sin has its origin in, or is, abstractly. considered, 
the work of the flesh, is, in the opinion of the wri- 
ter, a perfect and positive denial of the doctrine of 
rewards and punishments, as taught in the scriptures 
of inspiration. Flesh is substance, or matter, which, 
in itself considered, is inanimate and wnconscious.— 
How; then, can that which is inert and void of ani- 
mation, sensibility and intelligence, be made the 
subject of happiness or misery, or in other words, 
the subject of reward or punishment ? 

Of this system, it may with propriety be said, it is 
a new doctrine, which can neither boast of antiqui- 
ty or scripture for its origin or support. I ask, where 
we find in the scriptures of divine truth, which are 
to decide the character of every religious thesis, 
whether it be or be not of God, evidence in support 
of the svstem in debate ? Are we there informed that 
the man who is snatched from the abodes of time, by 
death, with hands dyed in the blood of his fellow- 
/man, and with heart replete with murderous inten- 
tion, is conveyed immediately to immaculate and su- 
perlative bliss ? Do the scriptures assert that when 
the pain of dissolution ceases it is to be sueceeded 
by replete and perfect enjoyment! Do they promise 
| the sinner that, although he shall, during his whole 

life, oppose and trample under his feet the laws of 
his Maker, and give a loose to all the corrupt pro- 
that when by impru- 
| dence, or by the necessary operation and course of 








ishment of sin ; and also with regard to sin itsclf— | nature, the curtain which obscures eternity shall fall, 


Many have contended, and still maintain, that sin is | 


the offspring of the flesh ; that it is the flesh which 
gives birth to all impurity ; and that when the soul 
is exhonerated from the body, or earthly temple, by 
the process of dissclution, it finds an immediate asy- 
lum from pain, in the regions of unmerited and un- 
bounded felicity. 

Those who have adopted, and who argué this sys- 
tem, locate punishment in the present state and 
mode of being. They assert that it is the flesh 
which produces sin ; and that to dispossess a man of 
his flesh, is to separate the mind from sin and its 
consequences. Thus, confining sin to this peculiar 
mode of existence, they with the same dash, or argu- 
ment, limit punishment to this particular state. If it 
can in truth be said, that their premises are essen- 
tially substantial, as it respects sin, then it would fol- 
low as a necessary inference, that sin (if it be pun- 
ished at all) is punished in this fleshly state of being. 


and his body become dormant in the cold embrace 


of death, that his soul shall instantancously be ren- 


dered pure, and the avenues which were but a mo- 
ment before, filled with the impure streams of vice, 
become the channels of purity and flow with the 
pure waters of eternal life ? It appears to me that 
the man who can admit the correctnesss of such a 
system, would not find it difficult to persuade him- 
self that his present existence is but a phantasm or a 
dream, and that cause and effect are one and the 
same thing, and the offspring of chance. 

But to return to the proposed queries, which the 
reader may think demand an answer, and which we 
shall furnish in few words. Our answer then to the 
questions proposed is, that the scriptures no where 
inform us, that at the article of death the sinner or 
the believer is made the recipient of consummate 
enjoyment in the kingdom of God. 

Those who are not satisfied with the correctness 
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of our answer, and who. advocate the veracity of the | Finding my bodily strength leaving me every day, 
sentiment we are censuring, are invited to give the | and thatI am going to that house which is prepared 
subject: attention, and to furnish a more perfect so- | for all flesh ; finding also that the saints (as they call 
tution of the proposed queries. themselves) condemn me because I believe in one 

if it be a fact, that at death, the worst of men, | God, the God and Father of the spirits of all flesh, 
characteristically speaking, are introduced to the | and that he is the God and father of his Son Jesus 
feast which God hath in mercy and leve prepared | Christ, whom he hath sent into the world, to whom 
for his children, his friends, it is no less a truth, that | he hath given power over all flesh, that he might | 
death is as much the instrument of salvation to | give eternal life’ to as many as he (the Father) hath | 


} 


the sinner, as him who died that they might live. It | given him ; and lest it should be said, after I am — 








would certainly appear that men who believe in this | gone, that I did not die in this faith, I have thought | with a zeal and sing!cness of motive that could not. 


sickness, to remove him from his earthly labors, 
or as it was commonly termed, fo cut him off from the 


Having passed the summer in Virginia, preaching 
to good acceptance, Mr. W. returned in the fall to his 
people at Welch Neck. Here a bitter cup of sorrow 
that he had twice drained, awaited him: his wife 
sickened and died. Amidst a consuming pain often 
or eleven days, her mind rose to a high state of devo- 
tional joy ; and her example and conversation serv- 
ed to abstract her husband from tlie common objects 
of life, and to concentrate all his powers on the 
work of the ministry. He preached and exhorted 





sentiment have thought lightly upon it : for it en- | proper to leave these few hints, which Ihave penn- fail of effect. A revival commenced, and in a few 


| 


tirely excludes the merits of the Saviour in the re-| ed at different times during my sickness, as my dy- 
demption of mankind. The argument is, that all , ing testimony to the truth of what I believe. 

sin, and of course misery, is the work of the flesh ; | J was brought up in the doctrine of eternal tor- | 
and that when the soul is disembodied from the | ment! But when I got my feet on the land of Liber- | 
flesh, by death, it becomes the envied receptacle of | ty, in the year 1818, in search of knowledge, I joined | 
complete and immortal happines. Now according | myself to Concordia Lodge, No. 67, in this city. At | 
to this, I ask, what has Christ to do with the salva- | the same time, searching my Bible, I learned that ! 
tion of the heathen, or if you please, of any part of | “ God is love,” and “ no respecter of persons ;” and | 
the human family ? Nothing. What is the amount | that he will have “all men to be saved, and come to : 
of this system ? Answer—Deata (not Christ) is “ ihe | the knowledge oftruth.” And finding that this doc- 
wuy, the life and the truth”—For it supposes that at | trine, which is good tidings of great joy unto all 
death every individual of the human race is made | people, was proclaimed in Lombard-street, in the 
the partaker of God’s richest and highest blessings. | Church called Universalist, I obtained admittance as | 


| 


' 
’ 


months about 140 wiutes were added to his church. 
He addressed himself also to the poor blacks ; his 


known opposition to slavery recommended him to * 


their favourable attention, and before the next Junc, 
(1779) one hundred of them were baptized. “ This,” 
says he, ‘* was a summer of great success, and I shall 
remember it wilh pleasure while J live.’ His pray- 
ers and exhortations, however,, had, in their fervor, 
far excecded the narrow limits of Calvinism, to 
which he had strictly confined himself for seven 
years. Before he was aware, he was preaching a 
general provision, and a univergal call; the very sen- 
timent which he had formerly renounced, for that of 
Dr. Gill ; and he actually made such progress in the 
doctrine of salvation as to be fully persuaded that 
the number of the saved would equal, if not exceed, 
that of the lost. ‘Tins belief he not only avowed ir 





Farther remarks upon this general subject may be |@ Member. Since that time, I have lived a Univer- 


expected in a future number. Breese. 





SELECTIONS. 





THE SENTIMENTS OF MR. PHILIP TODD. 
4s written by himse!f, a shori time previous to his death, 
who afler linger ng for nearly two years with a 
painful and afflicting consumption, expired, in the 
fill belief of Oniversal Saivat’on, January 2d, 1825. 
Copied for the Rev. Abner Knecland, by Andrew 

Butler. ; 

Puartapevpara, March 2, 1824. 

i called upon the Lord in distress—the Lord ans- 
wered and gaye me ease. The Lord is on my side : 
Iwill not fear what-man can do unto me. Thc 
Lord taketh my part with them that help me, there- 
fore shall I see my desire upon them that hate me. 
It is better to trust in the Lord than to put confi- 
dence in all riches ; for they thrust sore at me, that 
¥ might fall, but the Lord helped me. The Lord is 
my song, and is become my salvation : he is my hfe, 
and I will declare the works of the Lord. The Lor:t 
hath chastened me sore, but he hath net given me over 
unto death. Open unto me the gates of Righteous- 
ness, and I will praise the Lord. 1 will give thanks 
unto him, for he hath heard my prayer, and he also 
is become my salvation. This isthe Lord’s doings 
it is marvellous in our eyes, They that fear thee, 
O Lord, will be glad when they see me, because I 
have hoped in thy word. I know, O Lord, that thy 
judgments are right, and that thou in faithfulness 
hast afilicted me. Let, I pray thee, thy merciful 
kindness be for my comfort, according to thy word. 
Let thy tender mercies come unto, me, that I may 
live ; for thy law is my delight. Let the proud be 
ashamed, for they hate me without a cause. Let 
those that fear thee come unto me, and those that 
have known thy testimonies, Let my heatt be 
sound in thy statutes, that I may not bé ashamed. 





; aie private, but proclaimed with joy to his crowded 
salist, and all my desire is to be a good one. © I have congregations, which usually consisted of nearly a 
been called to passthrough a long time of sickness thousand. But though some of the arguments he 
and trouble. I put my trust in that God whose had scen in Seigvolk’s book, presented themselves, 
’ at times, with a force that he cuuld scarcely with- 
. oh Meats ~ _, Stand, such was his timidity that he would not yet 
to the knowledge of the Universal doctrine. IT IS willingly allow himself the liberty even of thinking 
GOOD TO DIE BY! on the subject of Universal Salvation, 
Correctly copied from the orizinal, |  Wisaing to visit his native place, he engaged the 
y copied f ANDREW BUTLER.* | Rev. Mr. Botsford to take the pastoral tie of his 
att cad ra a church ut Weich Neck, during his absence ; and.in 
rhe second paragraph was left unfinished ; September (1779) began his journcy to New-Eng- 
therefore what follows after the words “as many as | fand. ‘Travelling slowly through the continent, and 
the Father hata give him,” has been added by me, | preaching as he went, he had iIniny opportunitics 
the publisher ; but I heard the same, in substance, | ot conversing with nunisters of different de nomina- 
from the ape ofthe dying man, “This would have tons ; and often proposed to them the arguments 
been published sooner, but my journey to Wilming- | he had scen in favour of Universalism, which, to his 
ion, N. C. dur-ng the last winter prev ented It. surprize, he found them gencrally unable to contro- 
Satins Mk 2 to) seam KNEELAND. | vert. He still thought himself an opposer of the 
uikudeiplud, March 24, 1825. doctrine, and sometimes preached against it with a 
desperation proportioned to his fear of being over- 
/come by it. He arrived in New-England in the lat- 
ter part of autumn, where he travelled extensively 
Life of the Rev. Elhunan Winchester. and preached with much applause and considerable 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 191.) ers emee, for about nine months. In spite of his reso- 
We are now arrived at that period when his atten- | lution, the truth was steadily gaining on his mind, 
tion was first drawn to the subject of Universalism. and not unfrequently transported him, when en- 
Early in 1778, a friend on whom he called, shewed | gaged in conversation, to state its evidences so 
him * Tie Lverlasting Gospel, 2 small book by Paul Plinly as to convince his company beyond recovery, 
Seigvolk, and requested to be informed what the and to strengthen the impressions on his own mind 
author meant. Winchester, by looking into it here | Which he meant to resist, aedeu¢ 
& there, soon perceived that its design was to prove, Early in the autumn of 1780, he set off with the in- 
what was entirely new to him, the final salvation of | ton of returning to South-Carolina. On his way, 
all men; but though struck with some arguments | b¢ turricd awhile ona visit at Pawling’s Precinct, 
that he glanced over, he readily decided that the | ®¢#! the eastern boundary of the State of New-York, 
scheme could not be true, laid the book aside, and where the subject that now engros much of his 
determined to think no more of the subject. Stull, attention, was frequently the topic of conversation. 
however, it would at times court his attention. He Of the family of the Rey. Mr. Waldo, with whom 
spent the following summer travelling and preaching | b¢ Tesided, one became fully convinced of the final 
in Virginia ; where happening to mention the matter salvation of all mankind ; and several religious peo- 
to a minister, he was told that the doctrine had been | Pl who were present, were overheard. regretting 
the subject ofa controversy in the public papers, | ‘atthey had mquired so far into the subject, as 
between a gentleman of the law who denied the they could not resist the arguments he had pro- 
eternity of punishment, and a clergyman who de- posed, — sr 4 
fended it. Providence appears to have resolved that | ‘Thus converting others, and half a convert him- 
he should not forget the subject ; for he also heard, | self, he arrived at Philadelphia, on the 7th of Oct. 
while here, that an Episcopalian clergyman had a|—He intended to have left the city in a few, days ; 
few years before, openly avowed Universalism, and | but Providence had designed that he should he — 
preached it to his astonished people for two suc-|ter on a new sphere of action, and devote his influ- 
cessive Sabbaths, when it pleased God, by a sudden ence.and talents to a cause, which, notwithstanding 


name is Love, and ever shall be thankful that I came 
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- others violently opposed it ; till 








—_— a. Wee Rg een a 
ess of bigotry and the obstinacy of preju- 

e, is the desire of all nations, and the only justifica- 
tion of the ways of God to man. 

The Baptist Church in this city, being destitute 
of a minister, requested him to stay and preach with 
them, and he at length consented. Much excite- 
ment was produced by his labours ; great additions 
were made to the church ; his congregation grew 
too large for the meeting-house, so that his friends 
procured the use of St. Paul’s, the Episcopal church, 
the largest in the city, which was immediately filled 
to overflowing ; and most of the clergy,. of all de- 
nominations, embraced every opportunity to hear 
him. 

Amidst this tide of success and popularity, while 
all appeared to approve, he himseli was far from be- 
ing satisfied, Anxious to inquire into the new doc- 
trine, of which he had seen but a glimpse, he search- 
ed for Scigvolk’s book in order to give it a thorough 
reading. It was sometime before he came acfoss it ; 
but in the meanwhile, a friend put into his hand 
Stonehouse on the “ Restitution of all Things.’ ‘This 
he read with care, and was so far convinced by its 
proofs, that with his characteristic frankness and sim- 
plicity, he began to indulge himself, among his 
friends, in expressing a hope that in the dispensation 
of the fulness of times, God would gather togeth- 
er all things in Christ. When asked with surprise, 


whether he believed this, he repeated that he could | 
-not but hope it. 


This soon came to the ears ofa 
minister, his particular friend ; and as friendship, 
soured by sectarian prejudice, generally proves the 
most ruthless enmity, his friend, meeting him in the 
street, broke abruptedly. upon him with the report he 
had heard, and parted from him by saying, “ 7/ you 
embrace this sentiment, I shall no longer own you for a 
brother ;” « declaration that he maintained with the 
dogged obstinacy of his sect, never speaking to him 
afterwards, and refusing to shake hands when they 
met. 


Winchester instantly saw the convulsion that was 
approaching, and felt the necessity of ascertaining 
whether Universalism was the doctrine of the scrip- 
tures, that so he might decide in his own mind, 
whether to defend or renounce it. For this purpose, 
he confined himself to his chamber, except on Sun- 
days, and spent about a month in prayer and careful 
examination of the Bible, when, though he wished a 
longer opportunity for consideration, he became so 
well convinced of the truth of the doctrine as to 
know it his duty by no means to deny it. His deter- 
mination was now formed in clear prospect of the 
loss of his numerons circle of friends, his support, his 
fame, and his character; and he prepared himself 
for the sacrifice, when the trial should come. His 
manner of preaching remained much the same as 
heretofore, holding forth the death of Christ and sal- 
vation for mankind in general terms, without specify- 
ing a belief in Universal Restoration. This was suf- 
ficiently liberal to give offence to some, who came 
no more to hear him.. In the latter part of Jan- 
uary, (1781) a number of his church members met 
him at a friend’s house to be certified whether the 
report concerning his sentiments was true. He ac- 
knowledged his faith ; and the result of the confer- 
ence was, that he should not preach Universalism, 
nor introduce it in private conversation unless attack- 


ed or requested ; and that they, on-their part, should | 


, mention the matter to his disadvan but en- 
eavour to Keep it close. But before they parted 
for the evening, some of his brethren Wished to 
know the reasons of his belief ; and after some de- 
bate among themselves, it was agreed that he might 
read to them such passages of scripture as he pleas- 
ed, but without a word of comment. He did so, and 
several of them were convinced. 

From this time to the end of March, the fermenta- 
tion of the publick mind continually increased. Ma- 
ae am te cones with Mr. Winchester on the 

trine e restoration ; some e ed it, and 


ion among the members of the church grew to the 
rancour of p spirit, Si 

On the Sunday of April, Mr. Winchester was 
to preach at Germantown, about eight miles from 
Philadelphia, among the German Baptists, who hold 
the doctrine of Universal Restoration. “As he was 
leaving the city on Saturday, he found that a num- 
ber of eminent ministers just arrived from the 
country, on the private request of some of his op 
sers, to hold a publick dispute with him. ‘Giving 
them the liberty of his rt om for the next day, he 
departed for the place of his appointment. Durin 
his absence, a report was industriously circula 
that he had fled to avoid an interview ; and on Mon- 
day when he returned, the delay occasioned by a 
funeral that he was called to attend, encouraged his 
opposers, till they began to deceive themselves with 
that falsehood. they had imposed on others. The 
multitude was assembled in the meeting-housc, im- 
patiently waiting for the dispute, his opposers were 
reproaching his friends with his flight, and_clamor- 
ously vaunting over them, when Winchester enter- 


sudden change came over the assembly ; his friends 
were relieved from their anxiety, and they who had 
boasted so much in his absence, feared to encounter 
him when present. His astonishing memory, which 
had already treasured up much of the scriptures, 
was well known, and his talents as a publick speak- 
/er, undoubted. The vote of the assembly was then 
real, by which the Rev. Mr. Boggs had been select- 
ed to dispute with Mr. Winchester. Mr. Boggs then 
arose, and thus addressed the people: ‘*/ am not 
prepared to dispute with Mr. Winchester. I have heard 
| that he says it would take six weeks to canvass all the 
_ arguments fairly on both sides ; and I suppose that he 
hus been studying on the subject for a week or more, 
and I have not studied it at ail?’ Discovering that 
_ there was to be no debate, Mr. Wincheser then beg- 
ged the privilege of explaining and defending his 
| own sentiments fortwo hours, and finally for only 
one hour ; but, as might have been anticipated, they 
who dared not meet him on equal ground, dared 
_not allow him to exhibit his strength : his request 
was wholly refused.—They felt, however, the neces- 
| sity of providing some business worthy of the great 
preperations that had been made; and accordingly 
_when one of the ministers rose and said that ther 
business was not to debate with Mr. Winchester, but to 
ask him whether he believed that bad men and angels 
would finally be restored, the rest immediately agreed, 
and imsisted that the question should be put to him, 
* Do you believe in Universal Restoration 2” Mr. 
Winchester’s friends objected to his answering this 
question, unless he had leave to vindicate his senti- 
ments ; but he rose, and observing that he feared no 
-use which could be made of his words, told them 
plainly that he did believe the doctrine of Universal 
Restoration, and was willing to defend it. After 
some conversation, the ministers present advised the 
church to obtain another pastor; and the matter 
| Was so managed that though Mr. Winchester’s ad- 
_herents were at first a majority of the society, the 
| scale was soon turned against them, and they ex- 
_ cluded from the meeting-house. 

Mr. Winchester was now about thirty years old.— 
The public interview put an end to that reserve 
, which the entreaties of friends, and his own dread 
of contention had induced him, for three months, to 
maintain in his preaching. During the rest of his life, 
we aré to contemplate him an avowed and devoted 
advocate of Uni ism, 
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all things to all men, not te serve others, but them- 


which is bad, yf 
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ed witha serene countenance, and took his seat. A | 


There are too many who reserve both the prinei-} 4 
ples and the practice of the apostle ; they become} — 





selves ; and they try all things, only to hold fast that}: 2 


Oh ! would mankind but made fir frst’ th 

And force the helm from prejudice and pride— __ 

. tr once taae mations ns fix’d, that ——- 
irtue our good, iness our end, _ 

How soon must De yetgh the world prevail, 

And error, and superstition fail ! ; 

None would hereafter, then, with groundles fear, 


P®- | Describe th’ Almighty cruel and severe ; 


Predestinating some without pretence, 
To Heaven, and some to Hell, for no offence ; 
Inflicting endless pains for transient crimes, 
And favouring sects or nations, men or times. 
To poe him, none would foolishly forbear, 
Or food, or rest, or itch in shirts of hair ; 
Or deem it merit to believe, or teach, . 
Whit reason contradicts, or cannot reach ; 
None would fierce zeal for piety mistake, 
Or malice, for whatever tenet’s sake, 
Or think salvation to one sect confin’d, 
And Heaven too narrow to contain mankind. 
No more would brutal rage disturb our peace. 
But envy, hatred, war, and discord cease : 
Our own and others’ good each hour employ, 
And all things smile with universal joy ; 
Fair virtue then, with pure religion joined, 
Would regulate and bless the human mind, 
And man be what his maker first design’d. 
Ste 
New Papers.—We have received the 2d number 
of the “Caxpip Examiner,” a Universalist pape: 
published at Montrose, Penn. and edited by Rev. C. 
R. Marsh. From the specimen we have received, 
we are encouraged to hope that it may begome ex- 
tensively useful in the dissemination of gospel truth. 
INDEPENDENT MeEssencern.—We have received the 
prospectus for a paper of the above title, to be issu- 
ed once in two weeks from Worcester, Mass. This 
ee is to be devoted to Theological subjects, 
alike free for all denominations, whose communica- 
tions may be written in a judicious and charitabl« 


manner. 
ET SOE TEES SEE SS IS 
MARRIED; 


In this town, on Sunday evening, 10th inst. by 
Rev. Mr. Pickering, Mr. Thomas Fenner, Jr. to Miss 
Frances Eliza Knowles, all of this town. : 

In Boston, Mr. Samuel Bodge, of this town,’ to 
Miss Maria B. Bush, of the former place. 

In New-York, on the 27th ultimo, Mr. Christopher 


Arnold, to Miss Clarissa Randall, both of this town. 











ee 
DIED; ; 
In this town, 5th inst. Miss Phebe Miller, daughter 
of Mr. Consider Miller, in her 18th year. 
On the 8th inst. Mr, Royal Ormsbee, in his 32d 


year. 


On Monday evening last, Miss Hart Hopkins, in 
her 81st year. 
Knight, wife of Rob- 





Same evening, Mrs. So 
ert Knight, Esq. in her 41st ‘ 
Same evening, Miss Deborah Lassell, daughter of 
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